
All-Island Convening 27th—28th September 2022 Programme



Tuesday 27th September 2022

10:15AM  Convening Registration Opens 
Registration for attendees commences.  
Please arrive in plenty of time.

10:30AM  Coffee and Meet and Greet 
First networking opportunity with special guests, donors, funders 
and grantees.

10:50AM  Opening Remarks 
Mike Gaffney, Chair of The Community Foundation for Ireland 
and Adrian Johnston, Chair of Community Foundation for 
Northern Ireland.

11:00AM  Official Opening by US Ambassador to Ireland,  
Claire D Cronin.

11:15AM  Programme Outline 
Denise Charlton, Chief Executive of The Community Foundation 
for Ireland and Róisín Wood, Chief Executive of Community 
Foundation for Northern Ireland. 

11:30AM  All-Island Partnership Profile (Video).

11:40AM  Tackling Poverty with Bernadette McAliskey, Avila Kilmurray 
and Lousie Moran. One of the most recognised human rights 
campaigners on the island, Bernadette McAliskey shares her 
thoughts, experience and expertise with Avila Kilmurray of Social 
Change Initiative.

12:40PM Lunch

1:40PM  Tackling Gender Based Violence with Noeline Blackwell 
(Dublin Rape Crisis Centre), Ruth Breslin (Sexual Exploitation 
Research Programme at UCD) and Noelle Collins (Belfast and 
Lisburn Women’s Aid). A moderated conversation by Salome 
Mbuga (AkiDwA) between leaders on Gender and Sexual Based 
Violence in an All-Island context.

2:40PM  All-Island Partnership Profile (Video).

2:50PM  Coffee and Networking

3:10PM  Tackling Climate Change with Rose Wall (Community Law and 
Mediation), Lynda Sullivan (Friends of the Earth NI). 
Broadcaster Amanda Ferguson moderates a discussion on the 
biggest challenge of all - climate change.

4:10PM  What Next? Martin O’Brien, from the Social Change Initiative 
will kick off workshops to gather lessons from the all-island 
partnerships in order to inform the Fund’s future work.

7:00PM Dinner with Eric Ward as Guest Speaker *

Wednesday 28th September 2022

9:45AM  Convening Reflections with Art O’Leary, Board Member of 
The Community Foundation for Ireland and former Secretary 
General to the President and Pat Hynes from Glencree join 
Ailbhe Smyth. Internationally recognised Equality Champion 
and recently awarded Free Person of Dublin, Ailbhe Smyth, with 
reflections on the Convening.

10:15AM  Combatting Hate and the Far Right with Eric K. Ward, 
Siobhán O’Donoghue (Uplift) and Liam Herrick (Irish Council 
for Civil Liberties). A sharing of experiences not just North-South 
but also East-West as our key note speaker, Eric K. Ward, brings an 
update on latest developments in the United States.

11:15AM  Coffee and Networking

11:35AM  All-Island Partnership Profile (Video).

11:45AM  Concluding Remarks by Dr Gráinne Healy, The Community 
Foundation for Ireland and Róisín Wood, Community 
Foundation for Northern Ireland.

12:15PM  Concluding lunch

*Attire for the Dinner will be smart casual



10:50AM Opening  Tuesday 27th September 2022

We are delighted that US Ambassador to Ireland Claire D Cronin is opening 

our All-Island Convening. Ahead of the remarks by Ambassador Cronin, 

the Chairs of The Community Foundation for Ireland, Mike Gaffney 

and Community Foundation for Northern Ireland, Adrian Johnston will 

speak. Our Opening Session will also see the Chief Executives of both 

Foundations outline the programme for the two days.

                                                                                                                                         

Ambassador Claire D. Cronin

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. nominated Claire D. Cronin to be United 

States Ambassador to Ireland on June 23 2021.  After confirmation by the 

United States Senate, she was sworn in by Attorney William Bonaccorso 

on January 19 2022, and presented her credentials to the President of 

Ireland, Michael D. Higgins, on February 10 2022.

Prior to her appointment, Ambassador Cronin served as a member of 

the Massachusetts House of Representatives and was the first women to 

serve as House Majority Leader. During her service as a legislator, Ms. 

Cronin was also Chair of the Committee on the Judiciary, where she was 

the architect of significant pieces of legislation, including major criminal 

justice and police reform.

Ambassador Cronin dedicated much of her legislative career to advocating 

for increased education funding.   She worked extensively on improving 

access to mental health and substance abuse services, increasing 

protections and services, increasing protections and services for victims 

of domestic violence, and advancing civil rights.

Ambassador Cronin has been a strong advocate for supporting veterans 

and their families, and she served on the conference committee for the 

BRAVE Act, which enhanced benefits for veterans and their families.

Public service is a core value for Ambassador Cronin, as well as a 

cornerstone of her family’s history.   Cronin’s great uncle served as the 

first blind legislator in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. Her 

uncle, C. Gerald Lucey served in the House of Massachusetts House of 

Representatives after he returned from military service in Europe during 

World War II. He later served as Mayor of Brockton, Massachusetts.

For two decades, Ambassador Cronin also served as a Mediator/Arbitrator 

for Commonwealth Mediation in Brockton, MA.  Most notably, she served 

as an arbitrator on the landmark settlement of the Massachusetts clergy 

sexual abuse cases.

Ambassador Cronin earned her B.A. from Stonehill College and her J.D. 

from Suffolk University. She is admitted to practice law in Massachusetts 

in both state and federal courts and is also admitted to practice before 

the United States Supreme Court. She is the recipient of multiple honors 

and awards, including the Jewish Community Relations Council Legislative 

Leadership Award (2020), the Massachusetts Bar Association Legislator of 

the Year (2018), the Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers 

Leader Award (2017), and the Equal Justice Beacon of Justice Award (2016).  

She and her husband, Ray, have two adult daughters.



11:40AM Tackling Poverty

Tackling Poverty with Human Rights Campaigner Bernadette McAliskey, 
Louise Moran, Chair of the Family Resource Centre National Forum and 
Avila Kilmurray, Social Change Initiative. Avila facilitates a conversation 
with two leading campaigners on the reality of poverty on the ground in 
communities across Ireland.  An opportunity to hear about the impact of 
poverty and the rising cost of living on people, families and communities 
on both parts of the island. This a chance to hear from leading campaigners 
as they share their views not only on the impact of poverty, but also how 
sharing knowledge and expertise on a cross border basis could benefit all.

Bernadette McAliskey
Bernadette is a lifelong human rights and social justice campaigner 
whose activities have ranged from neighbourhood organising, through 
to national protest movements and parliamentary representation. 
She currently co-ordinates the activities of STEP (South Tyrone 
Empowerment Programme), established in 1997.  STEP is a rights-
based community development organisation based in Dungannon, 
Co. Tyrone that in 2001 rose to the challenge of equitable integration 
of new migrant workers.  

Mike Gaffney, Chair, The Community Foundation for Ireland

Mike is a Chartered Accountant and works with KPMG. He specialises 

in dealing with privately owned companies and in particular property 

transactions. He has written and lectured extensively on these subjects 

over many years. Mike is also a Fellow of the Irish Tax Institute. Mike was 

appointed to The Community Foundation for Ireland board in February 

2012. Mike has been chair of The Community Foundation for Ireland 

board since 2016.

Denise Charlton, Chief Executive, The Community Foundation for Ireland

A human rights, equality, and social justice campaigner, Denise was appointed 

CEO in July 2020. Her commitment to equality has seen Denise successfully 

take leadership roles in campaigns on marriage equality, children’s rights 

and immigration reform, to name but a few. Previously serving as CEO 

of both the Immigrant Council of Ireland and Women’s Aid, Denise has a 

deep understanding of the sector and the positive impact that strategic 

giving can have. She is committed to policies that nurture the importance of 

philanthropy in delivering equality, sustainability and fairness for all.

Róisín Wood, Chief Executive, Community Foundation for Northern Ireland

Róisín, previous CEO of Kick It Out, English football’s equality and inclusion 

organisation, has been pivotal in managing and leading the organisation’s 

equality work, and fostering a more inclusive, cohesive environment in 

English football since 2011. Awarded an OBE in 2018 for services to tackling 

discrimination in football, in October 2020 Róisín took on a new challenge as 

an Inclusive Leadership Consultant, highlighting her passion and commitment 

towards an inclusive society.

Adrian Johnston, Chair, Community Foundation for Northern Ireland

Adrian Johnston holds a wealth of knowledge and experience of strategy, 

commercialisation and digital transformation gained over a 25-year career 

in technology. Utilising the considerable experience of partnership working, 

strategic development and innovation, Adrian has big ambitions for the 

role and towards the advancement of social justice in our communities, 

especially those working at grassroots level and on the margins. He hopes 

to help build a solid foundation to continue the Community Foundation’s 

focus of helping communities to find their voice, influence policy, be 

change makers and transform our society for the better.



#AllIslandFund

11:40AM Tackling Poverty

Tackling Poverty with Human Rights Campaigner Bernadette McAliskey, 

Louise Moran, Chair of the Family Resource Centre National Forum and Avila 

Kilmurray, Social Change Initiative. Avila facilitates a conversation with two 

leading campaigners on the reality of poverty on the ground in communities 

across Ireland.  An opportunity to hear about the impact of poverty and the 

rising cost of living on people, families and communities on both parts of the 

island. This a chance to hear from leading campaigners as they share their 

views not only on the impact of poverty, but also how sharing knowledge and 

expertise on a cross border basis could benefit all.

Bernadette McAliskey, STEP

Bernadette is a lifelong human rights and social justice campaigner whose 

activities have ranged from neighbourhood organising, through to national 

protest movements and parliamentary representation. She currently co-

ordinates the activities of STEP (South Tyrone Empowerment Programme), 

established in 1997.  STEP is a rights-based community development 

organisation based in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone that in 2001 rose to the challenge 

of equitable integration of new migrant workers.  

Louise Moran, Family Resource Centre National Forum

Louise Moran is Chair of the Family Resource Centre National Forum, 

which represents the current 121 Family Resource Centres across the 

country, Ireland’s largest National Family and Community-based support 

programme, and is the manager of Boyle Family Resource Centre, Co. 

Roscommon. 

She has over twenty-five years’ experience in the community and voluntary 

sector as employee, board member and volunteer.

Avila Kilmurray is the Migration and Peacebuilding Executive at The Social 

Change Initiative, a role which supports work with the Migrant Learning 

Exchange Programme and learning on peace building. Avila has worked 

in the community sector and philanthropy in Northern Ireland since 1975. 

She has a particular interest in women’s issues and anti-poverty work and 

was a founder member of the Northern Ireland Women’s Coalition.

Avila Kilmurray, Moderator



1:4OPM Tackling Gender-Based Violence

Domestic, Gender Based and Sexual Violence has moved to the top 

of the public and political agenda following spikes in reports during 

Covid-19 and high-profile violent incidents. We have gathered leading 

campaigners, researchers and commentators. Noeline Blackwell of the 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre and Salome Mubuga of AkiDwA are joined by 

one of our All-Island partnerships. Members of the Sexual Exploitation 

Research Programme (SERP) at UCD and the Belfast and Lisburn 

Women’s Aid are working together on the complex issue of human 

trafficking for sexual exploitation.

 

Noeline Blackwell, Dublin Rape Crisis Centre

Noeline Blackwell is a human rights lawyer and CEO of the Dublin Rape 

Crisis Centre, a voluntary organisation which works to prevent the 

harm and heal the trauma of sexual violence. Prior to this, she was 

for ten years Director General of access to justice organisation FLAC, 

the Free Legal Advice Centres. She previously ran a solicitor’s practice 

where she had a particular interest in refugee and immigration issues 

and in family law. 

Noeline has been a member of several statutory and NGO boards, 

including most recently the Commission on the Future of Policing. She 

currently chairs the Independent Patient Safety Council and the Child 

Care Law Reporting Project. She sits on the Department of Foreign 

Affairs & Trade’s Women Peace & Security Oversight Group and its 

Audit Committee and is a member of UCD’s Governing Authority. 

Salome Mubuga, AkiDwA, Facilitator

Dr. Salome Mbugua is a researcher, gender equality activist and human 

rights advocate. She is the CEO of AkiDwA -The Migrant Women’s Network 

Ireland and has over 20 years’ experience of working with under-represented 

groups in particular women, children, and the youth, in Europe, Africa and 

internationally.  Since 2015 she has been supporting the development of 

Wezesha, an African Diaspora led development organisation supporting 

women and children who are affected, or are likely to be affected by conflicts, 

violence, war and poverty.

Photo: Members of the Sexual Exploitation Research Programme (SERP)  
at UCD and Belfast and Lisburn Women’s Aid meeting in Dublin.



Noelle Collins, Belfast and Lisburn Women’s Aid

Noelle Collins has worked for Belfast and Lisburn Women’s Aid for many 

years. During this time she has championed changes in legislation 

helping to support and protect women and children affected by domestic 

violence and abuse.  

Currently Noelle is the area manager for South and East Belfast. In this role 

she manages both the refuge and the community support for the South 

and East Belfast areas. Some of the other projects that Noelle manages are 

the prison programme which supports female victims of domestic abuse 

who are incarcerated, as well as overseeing the women’s support work for 

those women whose partners are engaged in perpetrator programmes. 

The IRIS pilot in East Belfast is also manged by Noelle and is aimed at 

increasing awareness of domestic abuse among general practice staff. 

Noelle also sits on the Belfast Domestic and Sexual Violence Partnership 

and chairs the Prevention and Support subgroup. Noelle has been 

instrumental in BLWA’s successfully supporting female victims of human 

trafficking in Northern Ireland for the past 10 years. This project initially 

supported 3-4 women per year but the project has grown exponentially 

and now supports approximately 177 women at any one time. 

Ruth Breslin, Sexual Exploitation Research Programme 

Ruth Breslin has over twenty years of research experience in both NGO and 

academic settings.  She has an MSc in Social Research Methods (Social Policy) 

from the London School of Economics and Political Science.  The focus of 

Ruth’s work has been efforts to tackle and prevent violence against women 

and girls, and she has developed particular expertise in research and policy 

development on the interrelated issues of prostitution and trafficking for the 

purposes of sexual exploitation.  Ruth is regularly called upon to input into the 

development of evidence-based policy, legislation and practice in this regard.  

Ruth was the Research Manager for Eaves on the first ever national study on 

women exiting prostitution in the UK (Exiting Prostitution: A Study in Female 

Desistance).  Ruth also designed, led and co-authored the study Capital 

Exploits: A Study of Prostitution and Trafficking in London, commissioned by 

the Mayor of London as part of his strategy to end violence against women 

and girls in the city.  More recently in Ireland, in her role with the specialist 

frontline support service Ruhama, Ruth designed and undertook research to 

gather professional views on how to reach out to vulnerable women and girls 

involved in Ireland’s sex trade (The REACH Project: Practitioner Insights).  Ruth 

is now a core member of the research team at SERP.

#AllIslandFund



3:10PM Tackling Climate Change

Our All-Island Partners do not shy away from the biggest challenge of all, 

protecting our communities against climate change and the biodiversity 

emergency. Community Law and Mediation and Communities Against 

the Injustice of Mining will share their experience of working together in 

a session which will address questions posed by prominent journalist, 

Amanda Ferguson, such as that of climate justice. 

Rose Wall, Community Law and Mediation

Rose has been the CEO of Community Law & Mediation since 2013.  She 

previously held the position of Managing Solicitor of the Mercy Law 

Resource Centre where she advised and represented clients who were 

homeless or at risk of homelessness.  Having qualified as solicitor in 2008, 

Rose initially worked as plaintiff litigation solicitor representing clients 

before a variety of fora including the Hepatitis C and HIV Compensation 

Tribunal and the Residential Institutions Redress Board. 

Lynda Sullivan, Communities Against the Injustice of Mining

Lynda Sullivan is an activist with the all island network Communities 

Against the Injustice of Mining. She previously worked for human rights 

organisations in Ireland before spending 5 years in Latin America, 

accompanying Andean communities in their resistance against mega 

extractive projects. After returning home and working  with Friends of the 

Earth NI for the past 4 years she is now a freelance consultant for the 

Environmental Justice Network Ireland and the Yes to Life No to Mining 

global network. She is also Chair of the Centre for Global Education and 

Management Committee member of the PPR Project.

Amanda Ferguson, Journalist 

Amanda is a Northern Ireland based journalist, commentator, and  

storyteller. She is also the co-founder of Women in Media Belfast which 

promotes the voices of women in and on the media. Amanda has a particular 

interest in politics, peacebuilding, women issues, equality, and wellbeing.

Amanda’s written work has appeared in The Washington Post, Reuters, 

The Irish Times, The Sunday Times, The Guardian, New Statesman, 

Daily Mirror, The Irish News, and other publications. Additionally, her 

broadcasting and commentary work includes the BBC, UTV, RTÉ, Sky, LBC, 

and others. As well as being a writer and broadcaster she also works as an 

event host, panellist, fixer, producer, copywriter, and trainer.

#AllIslandFund



4:10PM Workshops

Martin O’Brien, Social Change Initiave

What next? Martin O’Brien, from Social Change Initiative will kick off 

workshops to gather lessons from the all island partnerships in order 

to inform the Fund’s future work. This will be an opportunity to share 

experiences, reflections as well as learnings. Prior to joining SCI, Martin 

worked for 11 years at the Atlantic Philanthropies. For the last three 

of these he was Senior Vice President with responsibility for global 

grant making programmes on Health, Ageing, Children and Youth, and 

Reconciliation and Human Rights. He led the planning process for the 

conclusion of Atlantic’s programmatic grantmaking. He has particular 

experience of working in the USA, South Africa, Ireland, Vietnam and 

Cuba. Martin is a seasoned activist for social change having worked for 

over 20 years in the peace and human rights movements.

#AllIslandFund



7:00PM Convening Dinner

The Community Foundation for Ireland and Community Foundation for 

Northern Ireland are inviting all participants to the main networking event 

of the Convening, dinner in the Carrickdale Hotel at 7pm Tuesday 27th 

September 2022. The evening will also be an opportunity to hear the views 

of our keynote speaker Eric K. Ward, who will share his experiences of 30 

years of campaigning for Human and Civil Rights in the United States.

Eric will be introduced by Taryn Higashi of Unbound Philanthropy, a 

proud partner of the All-Island Fund. Dinner and all hospitality across 

the Convening has been made possible by an anonymous donor. We 

look forward to an evening of informative conversations and knowledge-

sharing in an informal and relaxed environment. In line with the 

Sustainability Policy of The Community Foundation for Ireland, the menu 

on offer will be vegetarian.

 

Eric K. Ward, Western States Center

Eric K. Ward, an internationally recognized expert on the relationship 
between authoritarian movements, hate violence, and preserving inclusive 
democracy, is the recipient of the 2021 Civil Courage Prize – the first American 
in the award’s 21-year history. In his 30+ year civil rights career, Eric has 
worked with community groups, government and business leaders, human 
rights advocates, and philanthropy as an organizer, director, program 
officer, consultant, and board member. Eric’s widely quoted writings and 
speeches are credited with key narrative shifts. He currently serves as Senior 
Advisor to Western States Center, a member of the President’s Leadership 
Council for the Search for Common Good, Chair of The Proteus Fund, and 
Advisor to the Bridge Entertainment Labs.

Taryn Higashi is the Executive Director of Unbound Philanthropy, which 
she joined as the first member of staff in 2008. Taryn has helped Unbound 
grow into a significant actor in contributing to pluralistic, just, and equitable 
societies in the US and UK that recognize the rights and contributions of 
immigrants and refugees. The foundation has co-founded several vibrant 
institutions such as the  US-based Pop Culture Collaborative and the 
London-based Citizenship and Integration Initiative, to ensure all Londoners 
are able to be active citizens, involved and invested in their city.  In 2021, 
Unbound was awarded NAKASEC’s People Power Award; in 2020, Taryn and 
Unbound were awarded United We Dream’s first-ever Believer Award; and 
in 2019, Unbound was awarded the Mover and Shaker Award for Bold Peer 
Organizing from the National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy.

Taryn Higashi, Executive Director, Unbound Philanthropy



9:45AM Opening  Wednesday 28th September 2022

The second day of the All-Island Fund Convening will commence after 

breakfast at the Carrickdale Hotel. Art O’Leary, former Secretary General 

to the President of Ireland and member of the board of The Community 

Foundation for Ireland will start by capturing proceedings so far and 

setting out the agenda for the day. Pat Hynes will examine the continued  

importance of work on a north/south and east/west basis. To complete 

the opening session Art will introduce one of the best known equality 

champions in Ireland, Ailbhe Smyth who will share her reflections.

Art O’Leary, Board Member, The Community Foundation for Ireland

Art O’Leary is a Former Secretary General to the President advising on 

constitutional and all other matters relating to the presidency. He was also 

responsible for the administration of the President’s office and staff at Áras an 

Uachtaráin. Prior to that he was Secretary to the Constitutional Convention, a 

two-year citizen-led initiative to consider constitutional change in a wide number 

of areas, from the electoral system to marriage equality. Art also worked in the 

Houses of the Oireachtas for over 20 years, primarily as a member of the senior 

management team. He has an MBA from Henley Business School.

Pat Hynes, Community & Political Dialogue Programme Manager, Glencree 

Leading Glencree’s Community & Political Dialogue Programme since 2015, 

Pat brings a wealth of experience from the political arena. Throughout the 

1990s, Pat worked with various government ministers in the early years of the 

Peace Process, later participating in Glencree’s Political Dialogue workshops 

leading up to the Good Friday / Belfast Agreement. His international work 

spans over 15 years including participation in Glencree’s Middle East 

Programme working on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. More recently, Pat 

acted as Special Advisor to Former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern in his role as 

Chairman of the Bougainville Referendum Commission. This role involved 

working with the United Nations as they sought to bring to a conclusion the 

Papua New Guinea / Bougainville peace process. Pat is part of the adjunct 

faculty in Maynooth University where he lectures and works with the Edward 

M Kennedy Institute for Conflict Resolution.

Ailbhe Smyth was the founding head of Women’s Studies at  University 

College Dublin where she lectured for many years.  A long-time feminist, 

LGBTQIA +  and socialist activist, she played a key role in the successful 

Marriage Equality campaign in 2015 .  In 2013, she co-founded and 

convened the Coalition to Repeal the Eighth Amendment  and   became 

co-director of Together for Yes, the national referendum campaign which 

achieved the legalisation of abortion in 2018. Ailbhe’s role in the abortion 

campaign was recognised by her inclusion on the Time Magazine list of 

the world’s 100 most influential people in 2019. She is a founding member 

of Le Chéile: Diversity not Division, a cross-sectoral alliance challenging 

far right extremism in Ireland, and also of the Climate Justice Coalition 

Ireland. In 2022 she was conferred with an honorary doctorate in laws by 

the National University of Ireland Galway and was also conferred with the 

Freedom of Dublin.

Ailbhe Smith 



10:15AM Combatting Hate and the Far Right

Join our key note speaker Eric K. Ward, with Siobhán O’Donoghue of Uplift 

with facilitator Liam Herrick of the Irish Council for Civil Liberties  as they 

discuss the rise of the far right both here at home and internationally. 

It promises to be an insightful discussion on a trend which impacts on 

every community in every country.

Eric K. Ward, Western States Center

Eric K. Ward, an internationally recognized expert on the relationship 

between authoritarian movements, hate violence, and preserving 

inclusive democracy, is the recipient of the 2021 Civil Courage Prize – the 

first American in the award’s 21-year history. In his 30+ year civil rights 

career, Eric has worked with community groups, government and business 

leaders, human rights advocates, and philanthropy as an organizer, 

director, program officer, consultant, and board member. Eric’s widely 

quoted writings and speeches are credited with key narrative shifts. He 

currently serves as Senior Advisor to Western States Center, a member of 

the President’s Leadership Council for the Search for Common Good, Chair 

of The Proteus Fund, and Advisor to the Bridge Entertainment Labs.

 

Siobhán O’Donoghue, Uplift

Siobhán is the founding director of people-powered campaigning organisation 

Uplift. Uplift connects people to take coordinated action for a better Ireland. 

With 340,000 supporters campaigns range from action on climate, tackling 

hate and extremism, holding decision makers to account, campaigning for 

public health we can be proud of and safe and secure homes.  Siobhán has 

been a social justice leader and campaigner for decades. Her experience 

ranges from community and youth work, national policy advocacy and 

organisational leadership.

Liam Herrick, Irish Council for Civil Liberties

Liam Herrick was appointed Executive Director of the Irish Council for Civil 

Liberties (ICCL) in 2016.   Prior to this he worked as Advisor to President 

Michael D. Higgins. Liam was Executive Director of the Irish Penal Reform 

Trust (IPRT) between 2007 and 2014. He has also worked as the first head of 

legislation and policy at the former Irish Human Rights Commission and with 

the Law Reform Commission and the Department of Foreign Affairs.

#AllIslandFund



11:45AM  Future Funding, Networking and Close

In the closing session of the Convening The Community Foundation for 

Ireland and Community Foundation for Northern Ireland will outline 

future funding plans to build on the success of the All-Island Fund. Gráinne 

Healy, board member of The Community Foundation for Ireland will, with 

Róisín Wood, Chief Executive of Community Foundation for Northern 

Ireland, facilitate a conversation on next steps. Participants will be invited 

to network over lunch to consider the learnings of the two days. Lunch is 

being provided thanks to the support of an anonymous donor. 

Gráinne Healy

Gráinne Healy has worked and volunteered in the community and 

voluntary sector for three decades. Founder and Chairwoman of Marriage 

Equality (2004) she was Co-Director of the Yes Equality campaign in 2015. 

Published author, trainer and facilitator she has conducted research 

and developed strategic plans for many leading Irish NGOs. Gráinne was 

Chairwoman of the European Women’s Lobby’s Observatory on Violence 

Against Women. She is a former Chairwoman of the National Women’s 

Council of Ireland and is a long-standing feminist activist. She is a member 

of the Department of Education and Skills Student Grants Appeals Board. 

A graduate of UCD, she is a former secondary school teacher, journalist 

and public policy advisor. She completed her PhD at DCU in 2015 and 

founded Social Intelligence Associates which delivers leadership training 

to NGO leaders.

Logistics

Getting to The Carrickdale

The Carrickdale Hotel is located between Newry and Dundalk (approx 

10 kms from both). It is connected by a regular public bus service which 

connects with the rail network at both Newry and Dundalk. Route 160 

stops just 80 metres from the hotel entrance. Buses operate from 8am-

7pm. The rail service is the Dublin-Belfast Enterprise train as well as some 

suburban services. Useful websites Irish Rail, Bus Eireann and Translink. 

Driving time is approx 50 mins from Belfast and just over 1 hour from 

Dublin. Turn off the N1 at Junction 20 (Dromad Junction). 

Main Convening Venue

The main venue for the All-Island Fund Convening is the Lacey Suite within 

the Carrickdale Hotel. Registration opens in the suite from 10:15am on 

27th September 2022. A permanently staffed helpdesk will be available 

throughout the Convening. The main sessions as well as the dinner on 

Tuesday evening will all take place within the Suite. There is free wifi 

throughout the hotel.

Accommodation and Meals

A gift from an anonymous donor is providing hospitality at the Carrickdale, 

including pre-booked overnight accommodation. All attendees should 

complete their registration in full including meal options. In line with the 

Sustainability Policy of The Community Foundation for Ireland all meal 

options are vegetarian.

Covid-19 and Staying Safe

The Convening venue will at all times meet the Covid-19 requirements of 

Ireland. Updates are posted by the health authorities Here. As members 

of groups which are considered vulnerable to infection are expected to 

attend the Convening, participants are asked to take a test beforehand.

https://www.irishrail.ie/en-ie/
https://www.irishrail.ie/en-ie/
https://www.buseireann.ie/?utm_source=galwaygaa
https://www.translink.co.uk/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/3361b-public-health-updates/

